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A young buck acts submissive around his more-mature counterpart. Most deer
interactions during the breeding season are non-violent. Only when two bucks are
closely
matched
in WILDLIFE
size and competing
a mate do things usually become aggressive.
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elcome to this special edition of the New Hampshire
Wildlife Journal. We are always looking for the best
ways to share information and to serve our constituents
better, so we are introducing this electronic sample issue of
the Journal. How well it is received will help us determine
next steps, which may include more videos, an online
version of the magazine, or even electronic subscriptions.
Your feedback is welcome at info@wildlife.nh.gov.
The NH Wildlife Journal has had various iterations, but
was launched with its present name and layout in 1992. In this issue, we have chosen
a representative sample of some of the types of articles we publish. The goal of the
magazine is to inform our readers about the status of wildlife in New Hampshire, to
bring you interesting stories about our work, inspiration to get outdoors, and to share
our collective history. Like all of our issues, this one includes three feature articles.
The first article is on grouse hunting, written by Mark Beauchesne. Read about
how he trained his English setter, Avery, from a puppy. He also talks about the peace
and quiet of being in the woods, the bond between hunter and dog, and the memories
made spending time with friends.
Our next article, written by Emily Preston, is about the revising of our Wildlife
Action Plan, which was originally written in 2005. This revised blueprint was
completed in September of 2015 and lays out the priorities for wildlife conservation
for the following decade. Through a process that took almost two years, 100 scientists
and more than 170 New Hampshire citizens contributed to this plan that lists 169
Species of Greatest Conservation Need and more than 100 actions in which everyone
can participate.
The third feature is about the joys of fishing, specifically for one of the Granite
State’s most popular lake fish, the black crappie. You don’t need a lot of gear to catch
these tasty pan fish, but Andy Schafermeyer will tell you all you need to know.
A “Warden’s Watch” column and “On the Nature Trail” round out this special issue.
Enjoy and consider subscribing. Most of all, get outdoors, enjoy all that our beautiful
state has to offer, and be safe.
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The bond
between dog
and hunter
strengthens

by Mark
Beauchesne

I
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with every step

can’t tell you exactly when it all starts, that feeling when the first frosty fall
morning hits. Excitement and anticipation overcome me. It’s time to head for the
woods to hunt grouse.

All I have to do is stay focused and not get distracted by the dazzling colors of

October. Too much to ask! I am startled by a flushing grouse. I raise the gun, but
never get a bead on the bird.
My grouse hunting fever was sparked by the good fortune of having a family
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hunting camp deep in the northern woods. In the late 1980s and early ’90s, the
nearby forests were regenerating, and this new growth was perfect for producing
high numbers of grouse. So my younger years were spent wandering the logging
roads and brambles in hopes of “walking” up a grouse.
I would spend my entire vacation roaming the regenerating clearcuts. I shot a
bird or two each day, certainly enough to supplement my camp provisions. Grouse
Parmesan would be the highlight of the week.
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No need to
rush into the
woods before
daylight. That,s
my style of
hunting. This
is my time
off to enjoy
the autumn
landscape.

excited, happy feeling I had.
After that, the three of us went on many
grouse hunting trips. We made for the
bush almost every weekend from October
to December. What the partnership of a
dog added to the hunting experience was
amazing. I no longer had to focus on being
ready for the flush of the bird. Sean and I
would be lost in conversation until the bell
stopped. Ella on point was all we needed to
regain our focus.

Part of the appeal is that grouse hunting
can be as simple as a walk in the woods.
The gear is not complicated; there’s only
one rule: wear rubber boots. The casual
pace is refreshing. No need to rush into the
woods before daylight. Finish your coffee,
get dressed, and then head afield. That’s my
style of hunting. This is my time off to enjoy
the autumn landscape.

Over the years, I have encountered many
grouse hunters with dogs. I was interested in
hunting with a dog, just not ready to take on
the responsibility.
Then I met Ella, the pride and joy of my
friend Sean. Ella was small for an English
setter, tri-colored with brown and black
markings called “ticking” on a soft white
background. She was all business, ignoring
my attempts to rub her head.
I don’t remember the covert we hunted
that first trip, or if we even shot any birds
that day. Etched in my mind is that pretty
little dog searching intently for the source of
some alluring scent. Back and forth, side to
side, she searched. Then the bell around her
neck went silent. Sean and I hurried to the
place where we last heard the bell.
Sean gestured. I spotted Ella, right there
on point. Head low, tail high, no movement
whatsoever. That was the turning point
for me. The dog seemed to have that same
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Turning Point

Avery is excited...
The cool air has tripped
a signal inside him.
He is ready to hunt.

Avery’s Debut
Ten years ago, a puppy joined us on a
hunt. This puppy would become my world.
Although I had no dog training experience,
I set out to train my own bird dog. Basic
obedience was no problem. But what about
the finer points of hunting? I consulted with
two trainers and read books. The same basic
theme rang loud: You and your dog need to
learn how to communicate with each other.
On the way home from the breeder, I
named this puppy Avery. He’s the namesake
of an island in Louisiana where Tobasco®
sauce is made. Also a small spit of rugged
land in Vermont’s Northeast Kingdom called
Avery’s Gore.
Avery and I came to an agreement about
my expectations. He was to find birds, point
the birds, and find the dead birds. That was
all I was going to ask of him as a gun dog.
There are “finished” gun dogs. They are
steady to the wing and shot, meaning they
will hold the point. They will also retrieve
dead birds. Amazingly, they will even honor
another dog’s point. This takes training and
dedication.
For my first go, however, I had enough to
learn and felt I should keep my expectation
of training to an achievable level.
Avery’s early training went without
too many incidents. This dog would point
anything. Butterflies were a favorite. I kept
reminding myself that he was just a puppy.
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There are
reasons...why
I love grouse
hunting.
Most of all
it,s the...bonds
between dog
and hunting
friends.

By the time mid-September rolled around,
he was hunting well, pointing, and following
my instructions. Of course, there was no
way of truly knowing if he was going to be a
good hunter.

Go Time
The first cool, crisp day hits in late
September. Avery is excited, head high. His
tail is just a blur. The cool air has tripped a
signal inside him. He is ready
to hunt.
On the morning of our
first hunt, I try to keep a level
head, play it cool. I get into my
brush pants and flannel shirt. Avery calmly
watches me. Then the rubber boots come
out and all hell breaks loose inside that dog!
The newly named “fun boots” are in the mix,
so he knows the hunt is on!
I open the front door, and Avery flies
over the porch steps. He scrambles around
the garage a half dozen times.
“Truck!” I shout. Avery is instantly at
the door of the vehicle. I release him with a
simple “okay.” He dashes into the crate, and
we are on our way.
Once we are parked, Avery’s breathing
quickens. Something important is about to
happen, and he just can’t wait. I open the
crate door and give him a stern “whoa,” then
place the collar and bell around his neck.
Oh, it’s “go time” now! This young dog

knows what the collar means: time to go to
work. I say “work,” because setters have been
bred for a purpose. Avery knows his job. He
had some great points while training back in
September. This time, it’s for real.
Gun in hand, dog by my side, I look down
at Avery and give him the okay. He is off,
and the bell sounds his way.
Remember he is just a puppy, I tell
myself. A good half-hour of running around
and puddle splashing ensues.
Once the nervous exciteCook Your
ment is out of his system, I
Catch!
direct him to a stand of alders
that straddles a small creek.
His pace slows, his nose leading the way.
Now his tail has a huge side-to-side wag.
I remember seeing the same wag during
training when he found birds. It was his way
of telling me, “Hey, there has been a bird
here.”
The silence is intense. My eyes are filled
with the sight of my puppy with his tail held
high. Not a twitch of muscle; he is as tight
on point as it comes. Gently, I reassure him
with a soft, “Whoa, whoa.”
Avery breathes in the air, tasting it; the
bird is very close. I’m just watching in awe.
It has all come together, his instinct and our
training. The bond I feel, the surge of pride,
is interrupted by a grouse taking flight. A
single shot. Then the exultant words of,
“Dead bird, dead bird.” That’s Avery’s signal

to locate the downed grouse. We share a
moment full of instinctive feeling.
There are reasons I can articulate as to
why I love grouse hunting. And then there
are the deep-in-the soul reasons, the ones
you just need to be there to understand.
Most of all it’s the companionship, the
bonds between dog and hunting friends
that strengthen with every step.

Fish and Game Advertising and Promotions
Coordinator Mark Beauchesne has been
grouse hunting since he was a
teenager. It got even better
when English setters came
into his life. Over the
past 10 years, Mark and
his dog have spent many
days in the woods of New
Hampshire hunting the
wily “thunder chicken.”

Sampler l New Hampshire WILDLIFE JOURNAL 5

A HELPING HAND FOR

BY EMILY PRESTON

G

Revised Wildlife Action Plan offers a hopeful outlook
for New Hampshire’s threatened species and habitats.

liding across the water in my kayak, I pause,
listening. The haunting cry of a loon carries across
the water from somewhere behind me. But I am
intent on the glowing insect that has landed on
my bow – a common green darner dragonfly with green head
and thorax and bright blue abdomen. This common insect
migrates into New Hampshire each spring to forage and breed,
leaving a new generation to again fly south for the winter – a
long journey for such a small animal.
Seeing a moose grazing on wetland plants in the summer,
watching a hawk soar above a ridgeline, admiring the sleek
coat of an otter running along a river bank, or laughing at
the antics of birds at your feeder – these are all part of the
joy of living in New Hampshire. Who is responsible for caring
for all these animals? Under state law, the N.H. Fish and
Game Department has responsibility for all wildlife species
– including insects and other invertebrates. But effectively
caring for them takes all of us, and we have a tool to help us do
just that: the New Hampshire Wildlife Action Plan.

A Road Map for Conserving Wildlife

The first Wildlife Action Plan was published in 2005 and
contained a wealth of information about wildlife, their habitats, threats to both, and actions needed to conserve both the
rare species and the common ones. Never before had all New
Hampshire wildlife been assessed to discern which species
needed our help. The assessment was based on data collected
by a large group of scientists from Fish and Game, NH Audubon
and other conservation groups and universities, and from citizens involved in programs such as the Reptile and Amphibian
Reporting Program (RAARP). The resulting document, about

1,800 pages, included detailed profiles of 118 Species of Greatest
Conservation Need and their habitats. There was information on
threats to wildlife and habitats and a long list of actions to address
them. The actions called for great cooperation, as they involved
individuals, researchers, state agencies, conservation commissions, conservation groups, schools and more. Many of these
partners had helped with the process of creating the plan, and
they jumped right in to start implementing it.
We’ve accomplished a lot in the ten years since the first plan
was published. The plan identified blocks of habitat that were
in the “highest ranked” ecological condition – supporting rare
species or plants, comprising a large block of unfragmented
land, or free of structures like roads or dams. Over the past
decade, land trusts, towns and agencies have protected 234,000
acres of these important habitats!
Conservation activities in all the New England states to
protect New England cottontail rabbits, identified as a Species
of Greatest Conservation Need, have been so successful that the
US Fish and Wildlife Service determined that those conservation
actions, if continued, would preclude federal listing. Volunteer
citizen scientists surveyed dragonfly and damselfly species
across the state, collecting over 18,000 sightings and allowing
us to determine which species were in need of conservation
action. Canada lynx were found breeding in Coos County. Core
populations of Blanding’s turtles were identified, leading to
more specific conservation actions. And we learned interesting
differences about our black racer snakes from more southern
racers – they need a lot more space!
We’ve made progress, but there are still many challenges.
Cottontails still need active management through habitat
restoration and captive breeding. Five bat species suffered from
Wildlife on the list of New Hampshire Species of Greatest Conservation Need,
clockwise from top left: Yellowbanded bumblebee; Eastern towhee;
smooth green snake; horseshoe crab; blue-spotted salamander; American marten.
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The federally endangerd dwarf
wedge mussel (right) is not
only critically imperiled in the
U.S., but globally as well. The
state-endangered New England
cottontail (far right) has recently
benefited from successful
conservation efforts that have
improved its population status.
The rapids clubtail dragonfly
(below) is among eight species of
dragonfly that have been listed as
Species of Greatest Conservation
Need in New Hampshire.

a new disease called White-Nose Syndrome, which has reduced
populations of at least two species by over 90%. Climate change
directly threatens coastal and riverine habitats and species today, and
will affect all wildlife over time.

What’s Next for Wildlife?

N.H. Fish and Game and its partners completed a full revision of
the Wildlife Action Plan in September of 2015, laying out priorities for
the coming decade. Through a process that took almost two years, 100
scientists assessed species and habitats, identified threats and formulated actions. New maps of highest-ranked habitat were created, using
new and better data. More than 170 New Hampshire citizens took part
in six public input sessions, 123 commented on the draft plan, and
over a thousand people provided input through an online survey.
The results? New Hampshire now has 169 Species of Greatest
Conservation Need. The plan has detailed information on each
species and the 27 types of habitat they rely upon. We assessed over
1,800 threats they face. We have statewide mapping for 24 habitats,
including, for the first time, how various types of streams, rivers,
lakes and ponds differ, based on what is important for wildlife.
Most importantly, the plan outlines more than 100 actions in which
everyone can participate.
One example of a new Species of Greatest Conservation Need,
or rather a set of species, are four bumblebees – rusty-patched,
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yellow, yellowbanded and American (once perhaps the most common
species). These insects have declined dramatically over the last
twenty years. Suspected causes are many, including loss of flowering
plants through changes in agricultural methods that reduce weeds,
increased pesticide use – especially neonicotinoids that persist in the
environment for a very long time – and climate change. Efforts are
underway across the country to help these species. Bumblebees need
two kinds of habitat – flowers for foraging and undisturbed ground or
grasses for nesting. You can help bumblebees by planting a “pollinator
garden” using pesticide-free plants that bloom from early spring
through late fall. Bumblebees are great pollinators and can increase
yields of crops such as apples. They will fly and pollinate on days that
are too cold for honeybees.
New Hampshire’s whippoorwills remain in trouble, too, but recent
research shows hope for this species. Dr. Pam Hunt, biologist with
NH Audubon, studied the nesting preferences of whippoorwills at
Mast Yard State Park and discovered they have a distinct preference
for recently harvested forests. Whippoorwills nest directly on the
ground, and are thus vulnerable to predators. Forests with sparse
trees and plenty of understory shrubs seem to be just the ticket. The
open forest allows these birds to fly in search of their insect prey.
Many other Species of Greatest Conservation Need also benefit from
forest harvests, even intensive harvests, including woodcock, Eastern
towhee and black racer snakes.
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Floodplain forests occupy less than 5% of New Hampshire’s
land area, but they are a critical wetland habitat supporting New
Hampshire Species of Greatest Conservation Need, including
wood turtles and northern leopard frogs.

Habitats in need of conservation include our floodplain forests.
They are found along streams and rivers and are dominated by silver
maples and elm on larger rivers, and red maples on streams. Wood
turtles, another Species of Greatest Conservation Need, depend on
floodplain areas for foraging and nesting – using a combination of
open forest, dense shrub cover and open sandy areas at different
times of year. As their name suggests, floodplain forests also provide
important storage for flood waters, a growing concern as climate
change intensifies storms and associated flooding. Humans have
historically converted floodplain forest to agriculture because of the
rich soils created by repeated spring flooding. Development flourishes
where well-traveled roads follow rivers. Conservation actions include
preventing new development in floodplains, restoring buffers along
streams and rivers to natural vegetation (which also improves water
quality), and controlling invasive plants.
The revised Wildlife Action Plan for New Hampshire can be found
on the Fish and Game website at wildnh.com/wildlife/wap.html.
Read about particular species and habitats, learn about each of the 11
threat categories, and explore how you can help.

Emily Preston is a wildlife diversity biologist with the Nongame and
Endangered Wildlife Program. She coordinated the recent revision of the
state’s Wildlife Action Plan.

MAPPING WILDLIFE

T

he updated Wildlife Action Plan provides two sets of helpful wildlife
habitat maps. The first shows different kinds of forest, wetlands and
other types of habitats. The second identifies the most
ecologically significant habitat for wildlife. These
maps help communities
identify important areas for Wildlife Habitat Condition
wildlife and other natural
Top Ranked Habitat in State
resources to consider
Top Ranked Habitat in Biological Region
Supporting Landscapes
for protection. They help
landowners manage
habitat. Land trusts use
them to help prioritize
lands for acquisition. Major
funders like the Land and
Community Heritage Investment
Program (LCHIP) incorporate
them into their funding
criteria. Learn more at
takingactionforwildlife.org.
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OF
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The action is nonstop
once you tie into these
fighting game fish

by
Andrew
Schafermeyer

here are many differences between hunting and
fishing, yet the personalities of those who undertake
them are quite similar. This dynamic has become
clear to me, as I share an office with an old hunter and,
over time, I have become an old fisherman.
Each morning, we sip our coffee and discuss our pursuits with the healthy back-andforth style of such old men. I listen to passionate stories of tracking and scrape marks,
while he listens to me talk about fly patterns and migrating fish.
The principle difference between our conversations is that, although we are both
gifted storytellers, lately mine seem to be more diverse. One day I may be remarking
on the horned pout I caught with my kids, and the next could be filled with observations on backwoods brook trout. I’ve also recognized a temporal difference, as there
is really no slow season for the New Hampshire angler. All four seasons are filled with
opportunity and unique approach.
One November morning, we sat as a gentle snow fell outside our office window.
Bird hunting had been good and opening day for rifle season was right around the
corner. If the snow kept up, it could be a good one. During a break in the conversation, I mentioned that I was headed to the Lakes Region to do some crappie fishing
before the lakes froze. My co-worker was confused. The suggestion of taking a boat
out in weather such as this was hard to understand. Black crappie do not have much
of a local history, and my pursuit of them required a lengthy explanation.
Having grown up in the Ozarks of Missouri and Arkansas, I became familiar with
black crappie at an early age. There was not a better target for a young boy learning
to fish. I could find them within walking or biking distance of home, and gear could
be limited to whatever I could carry or strap down. I could always find bait, which
usually consisted of grasshoppers, crickets, worms, or small portions of each. What
started with a cane pole and bobber progressed to a fly rod. As an adult, I have
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expanded even more, using fish finders in late fall and ultra-light jigging rods in the
winter. Now that these schooling game fish can be found in New Hampshire waters,
they make a worthy target for the ambitious angler, much like my office mate’s quest
for the perfect turkey or deer.
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Black crappie often move in schools, providing the
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exciting opportunity to catch several in succession.

Use great care when releasing crappie. They have delicate mouth parts

Underwater structures, such as tree branches, logs and rocky

that are prone to tearing. Smaller hooks are better suited to this fish.

outcrops, are favorite hiding places for the black crappie.
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CAliCO bAss
Identified scientifically as Pomoxis nigromaculatus, this nonnative fish has been gaining popularity among New Hampshire
anglers for the last decade. There are now over 100 waterbodies
where they can be caught in the Granite State. The first official
documentation came in 1938, and distribution slowly increased
by means of both legal and illegal introductions. As a testament to their popularity, crappie have been moved around so
much that their historic range is hard to determine. Most lakes,
ponds and slow sections of rivers are suitable habitat, and the
prolific reproduction of these fish can quickly lead to established
populations.
With the possible exception of rock bass, not many fish can be
confused with the black crappie, which can usually be identified
with a quick glance. This flat, deep-bodied fish has an extended
mouth and big eyes. The marking on each side is most unique
and may be responsible for the nickname calico bass. Prominent,
dark black spots cover an otherwise yellow/olive body with a
pattern that extends to the large dorsal and anal fins.
The life cycle of the crappie begins in the spring, when water
temperatures reach the high 50’s and spawning commences.
During this time, they look for water less than eight feet in
depth, with little to no current. Typical of other members of the
sunfish family, the males prepare the nest and remain to guard
the eggs until young start to disperse and feed. Young grow
quickly and, with the right water temperatures, may reach three
inches by the time ice covers their world and they begin to nibble
on the jigs that I drop to them. Considering their small size,
the females lay a lot of eggs – anywhere from twenty to sixty
thousand.

COURTESY PHOTO

THE bitE Is On!
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Cook Your
Catch!

You don’t need a lot of gear
to catch crappie, but a
fish finder can be handy in
detecting these schooling
game fish, particularly in
deeper waters.

When the spawning period concludes, black crappie move to
deeper water and take advantage of increased feeding opportunities. They are often found in schools, amid ample cover such
as fallen trees, brush or boulders. They travel in suspended
groups, and the accomplished crappie angler knows when,
where, and how to find them (learn more at www.fishnh.com/
fishing/profiles/black-crappie.html). Once the bite is on, it is
not uncommon to catch several fish in succession. This type of
exciting fishing action helps explain the growing popularity of
these fish in New England.
Most fishing reports cover lures or baits in great detail. Many
books – heck, volumes of books – have been written on trout
flies, and I sometimes spend an entire day changing them trying
to figure out what the fish want to eat. It can be either rewarding
or maddening. Crappie make it a little easier on the angler – when
you find them, crappie will eat almost anything. Using sonar
(fish finders) is an excellent way to locate these fish and pinpoint
their depth. Without this aid, one must adjust the depth of the
presentation; the best way to do that is with a slip bobber.
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A slip bobber allows fishing line to move freely through it,
stopping at a pre-determined depth. Imagine a wooden float
with a small straw-like tube in the middle of it. A system must
be employed to stop the bobber at some point; I use a stop-knot
made of ice fishing line. Once tied on the line above the bobber, it
prevents my bait from going deeper than I’d like. The advantage
of this system is that it can be adjusted easily and quickly. As
mentioned, the terminal tackle is less important once you find the
fish and might be a jig, live bait, or something else completely.
Because of the sliding motion of this rig, the bobber and bait are
close to one another during your cast, making it easier. Once the
bobber hits the water, everything stretches out until the desired
depth has been reached.

slip bObbEr
CrAppiE riG

Stop knot
Stop bead
(optional)

Slip Bobber

Calculate the distance
between the surface
(bobber) and where the
crappies are feeding.

4’-20’

/ to 1/8 ounce non-lead jig

1 32

ULTRALIGHT GEAR
As one might expect, ultra-light gear is essential for effectively
fishing and detecting strikes. A strike may be delicate and the fight
is admirable, so a six-foot rod and four-pound test make a perfect
outfit. That’s because crappie are not exceptionally large fish. The
New Hampshire state record weighed in at 2 lbs., 15.84 oz. and was
17 inches long; it was caught in Great East Lake in 2016.
I catch almost all of my crappie on jigs. Anywhere from 1/32 to
1/ ounce are the most popular sizes. When buying jigs, anything
8
an ounce and under must be made of non-lead material to be in
compliance with the laws now in place to protect New Hampshire’s
loons and other fish-eating birds.
There are times when black crappie are spread out and the
successful angler has to cover more water. At these times, I stop
my vertical approach and cast ultralight spinning lures such as
Kastmaster or Phoebe. Remember to downsize, as the mouths of
these fish are delicate and tear easily. A small hook is all that is
necessary to catch them. The light lures can be fished slowly and
cover a lot of water.
A fisherman can take the sport as seriously as he or she would
like. A $20 investment may be all that is necessary to catch crappie
during any season. As interest grows, a greater diversity of tactics
and gear can be employed.
Some fishing generalities can be successfully applied to crappie
and should not be overlooked. Summer months and warmer water
will initiate an increased metabolism in any fish. At these times,
predators are more aggressive and will move to chase a food source.
Live bait suspended over some structure may entice a fish to strike.
Calm, clear days may be more difficult, as fish are warier and spook
easily. In contrast, wind creates choppy water surfaces, which create
perceived cover for fish, and they may be more easily approached.
Lastly, it’s worth mentioning that these fish are very good
eating. I rarely eat any of the fish I catch, as I release most of them,
but crappie are a significant exception. They are easy to catch, easy
to filet, and the tender filets are a real treat in the deep fryer.
Crappie have always been there for me. They provide a lot of
fun, and I chase them down whenever I get a chance. Give it a try!

Andrew Schafermeyer is a
Fisheries Biologist in Fish and
Game’s Region 1 Office in
Lancaster. His writing appears
often in the Journal and the
New Hampshire Fishing Report.

bait or lure. Jigs seem to be the most
successful, but don’t overlook small
spinnerbaits, as well as live baits.
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Crappie can be enticed with almost any

FROM THE DESK OF COLONEL KEVIN JORDAN

WARDEN'S WATCH
One afternoon, Conservation Officer
Christopher McKee got called to Salem,
N.H., to deal with a “wicked beast” that
had been taking the neighborhood pets.
McKee was not sure how he would find
and catch this predator, especially not
knowing what the “beast” was or where
to even look for it. The warden met
with the caller, a nice older woman who
said that several neighborhood pets
had disappeared and that she had been
hearing strange noises at night. McKee
was intrigued by the woman’s explanation and was pretty sure it had to be a
coyote or a pack of coyotes.
Then, to his surprise, the lady claimed
that she had captured the wild “beast” in
her shed two days earlier! She wasn’t sure
what to do next, so she waited and, when
she could still hear it moving around on day
two, she called Fish and Game to remove it.
The warden had been at the house for
a while now, and the news that the “beast”
might have been captured had drawn a few
nearby residents out of their homes. The
nextdoor neighbor explained that her cat had
been eaten by this “beast” a few days ago.
McKee was now more intrigued than ever.
He went to his cruiser, grabbed his snare
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Wicked Beast

Snare pole in hand, McKee bravely headed to the
shed where the “beast” lurked.

pole, and headed out back to the shed where
the “beast” was supposedly trapped. As the
warden approached the shed, he could hear a
rustling noise. Snare pole in hand, he cracked
the door. At first he couldn’t see anything,
and then something jumped down from
overhead and darted for the door. The animal

Meet Moxie
he New Hampshire Fish and Game
Department’s K-9 Conservation Corps
has a lively new recruit. Moxie is a Labrador
retriever puppy donated by Wes and
Belinda Reed of Rise and Shine Retrievers in
Barnstead, N.H. This is the second generous
donation the Reeds have made to the K-9
program through the Wildlife Heritage
Foundation of New Hampshire.
Moxie met her new partner, Fish and Game
CO Eric Fluette, in September. Since then
she’s been working with him on basic
obedience, tracking, and exposure to
evidence and fish and wildlife.
Next summer, Moxie and Fluette will
attend basic training at the Vermont K-9
Academy and “boot camp” at the 37th
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T

Basic Canine Patrol School. The school is
544 hours total and runs from July until
November. After completing this rigorous
course, Moxie and Fluette will receive their
certification in tracking, evidence detection, and fish and wildlife detection. Watch
for their adventures in future Warden’s
Watch columns!

ran right at McKee, leaped over his
snare pole, and dashed out the door
into the back yard where the crowd
of neighbors had gathered!
The waiting group was amazed to see that
the captured “beast” was in fact a neighbor’s
unhappy house cat, which had been trapped
in the shed for two days. The owner of the cat
was delighted to see that her beloved pet was
actually alive.
McKee got in touch with a local nuisance
trapper to help with the coyotes, the cat was
returned to its home, and everything went
back to normal in the neighborhood.

Where’s the Cup Holder?
One winter day, COs Christopher McKee
and Christopher Egan were on patrol in
Pittsburg, addressing complaints of loud
snowmobiles and snowmobiles riding down
a posted road. It didn’t take long after they
arrived for the first violator to appear or,
better said, to be heard! Egan stopped the
loud snowmobile, while McKee waited for the
next violation.
Shortly after, McKee heard an extremely
loud grinding noise approaching. The warden
soon saw a snowmobile being driven right up
the paved road, with sparks flying off both
sides of the skis.
McKee stepped out to stop the snowmobile, noticing it was a rental. The operator
was driving with one hand and holding
a coffee in the other! McKee stopped the
snowmobiler and asked what he was doing on
the paved road. The operator said he had just
rented the snowmobile after driving up from
Connecticut and was heading out for a ride.
He then told McKee he was glad he ran into
him… Confused, the warden asked him why.
The operator said, “I can’t find the cup
holder.” He had bought a coffee on his way into
town and found it hard to drive with one hand.
McKee then explained that there was
no cup holder on the man’s snowmobile. He
further explained that the man could sit and
enjoy his coffee while the warden wrote him
a ticket for driving the rented snowmobile
down a paved road that was clearly posted,
“No Snowmobiles.”
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ON THE NATURE TRAIL

GARTER SNAKE
ENCOUNTER

T

he celebratory Fourth of July weekend
is here, and I’m off for a paddle on the
Androscoggin River. We’ve been on the water
for a day now, paddling downstream through
exciting rapids and stretches of smooth water,
only stopping last evening for dinner and a
night at a campground. We’ve seen a lot of
wildlife on this trip, but nothing so surprising
as a swimming snake.
On a long smooth stretch of the river,
we pull up our kayak paddles and float
along, enjoying the view of Joe-Pye weed
flowers and tall balsam trees. That’s when
an interesting ripple in the water catches
our attention. I paddle closer to find a snake
swimming on the surface.
What kind of snake is this? I know
all snakes can swim, and many of New
Hampshire’s eleven snake species can be
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found near water sources, where there’s more
opportunity to find prey like frogs, worms
and slugs. I rule out the northern water
snake, the most common water snake in New
Hampshire, because this fellow has a pale
yellow chin instead of the colorful underside
that a northern water snake exhibits. Also, it
doesn’t dive underwater, nor appear aggressive, both traits characteristic of northern
water snakes. I decide it must be a common
garter snake, but one with markings that are
not typical. Instead of prominent vertical
lines, it has faint lines and a more prominent
checkered pattern.
I want to get a better look at this swimming snake, so I gently lift it out of the water
onto my paddle. I don’t want to handle it.
The garter snake’s saliva, though it has a mild
venom-like quality, is not harmful to humans,
but garter snakes will sometimes strike to
bite. My trip won’t be over for several hours,
and I don’t want to risk even a small snake
bite. Snakes will also emit a musk smell and

even urinate to ward off attackers. With all
those things in mind, it’s best to just leave
them alone.
I keep my paddle close to the surface,
expecting the snake to wriggle back into the
water, but this snake doesn’t seem to mind
the break from its surprising mode of transportation. As I look closer, a forked tongue
waves out at me. Snakes smell by using their
forked tongues to collect chemicals from the
air, and this one is probably trying to figure
out if I am a predator. Sensing no immediate
danger, the garter snake remains motionless,
but never takes its eyes off me. I gently place
it back in the water and with a few short
wriggles, it soon reaches the shore and disappears into the shrubs.
Garter snakes are common in New
Hampshire, and most readers probably have
their own snake stories to tell. I typically
find a few throughout the year in my yard or
woods, taking advantage of old stone walls
for shelter and to hunt for small rodents and
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The common garter snake is sometimes referred to as the garden snake.
They can be found in gardens, but the name likely comes from garters
that men used to wear to hold up their socks. The stripes on the garter
snake’s back are said to resemble these sock suspenders.

BY LINDSAY WEBB
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females come out of hibernation, they give
off a pheromone to attract males, which is
why there are often multiple males pursuing
a female. The result can be a ball of snakes,
aptly called a “mating ball,” all benefiting from
mating and the warmth of each other. It’s an
awesome sight to see a dozen snakes all wriggling together, as I’ve had the opportunity to
experience on a warm spring day.
Aside from this social time, common
garter snakes are solitary and live out their
daytime adventures alone, or with the
occasional human who happens to find them
swimming across a river.

Clockwise from top: Using its forked tongue
to collect chemicals from the air, the garter snake
can detect prey, as well as other garter snakes;
the author observes her curious subject as it
takes a brief rest on her paddle; a garter snake
uses its tiny, but sharp, teeth to hold onto a
green frog, swallowing it whole.

Nature columnist
Lindsay Webb
is an avid
outdoors-woman
who enjoys
sharing her
adventures in the
natural world
with WJ readers.

GARTER SNAKE
(Thamnophis sirtalis)

DESCRIPTION:
A small striped snake measuring 18-26 inches.
Variable color patterns; typically 2-3 yellow,
brownish or greenish stripes running vertically
down the top and sides of the snake. May have
black checkered spots between the stripes.
Belly is pale yellow or white.

RANGE:
Common in New Hampshire and throughout
the U.S., but absent from southwestern U.S.

HABITAT:
Found in woodlands, hillsides, grasslands,
wetlands, back yards and even urban areas.
Uses rocks, logs, stumps and other debris
such as trash piles and sheet metal as shelter.
Hibernates alone or communally in rock
crevices, holes, stumps or foundations.

FOOD:
Garter snakes eat worms, slugs, frogs, toads,
salamanders, fish and tadpoles.

REPRODUCTION:
Sexually mature between 1.5 and 2 years of age.
Breeding may occur in spring or fall. Gestation is
usually two to three months, although females
can also store the sperm if the habitat is not right.
Most females give birth to 10 to 40 live young
between late July and October. Baby garter
snakes are independent at birth and must find
food on their own. Garter snakes may also mate
in the fall, when groups of garter snakes come to
together in a communal hibernation spot.

ECOSYSTEM ROLE:
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toads. I’ve also often found garter snakes
sunning themselves right in the middle of
a rocky hiking trail on a south-facing slope!
Like other cold-blooded animals, common
garter snakes use thermoregulation to
control their body temperature. They bask
in the sun to maintain their preferred body
temperature (between 28° and 32° C). Their
body temperature falls rapidly during the
evening.
Garter snakes also hibernate together to
keep warm. In the early spring, you might
be lucky enough to see several emerging
from their hibernacula and mating. After

Garter snakes are an important part of the food
web, feeding on many small animals, including
toads and other amphibians that have strong
chemical defenses. In turn, garter snakes are
eaten by predators such as crows, hawks, great
blue herons, turtles, raccoons and other snakes.
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Tell us what you think...
We here at New Hampshire’s Wildlife Journal strive to give our readers relevant stories that
are informative and timely with beautiful imagery and design. Please help us continue to
deliver a great product by taking a short survey that gives you an
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