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HABITAT continued on page 2

Regional Efforts Promote Wildlife 
and Habitat Conservation

One of my earliest memories working with the 
Nongame and Endangered Wildlife Program was 
driving a pickup truck along a bumpy dirt road, trying 
not to lose my new boss, who was standing in the bed 
of the truck. He had one hand up in the air holding 
an antenna, and the other held a small box to his ear. 
He was listening intently for the beep, beep, beep of the 
receiver when it picked up a signal from a transmitter 
glued to the shell of a Blanding’s turtle somewhere out 
in the swamp we were driving around. 

Back then, sightings of live Blanding’s turtles were 
few and far between. Now, thanks in large part to State 
Wildlife Grants, a national funding program admin-
istered by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, there is 
a much larger and more thorough effort underway to 
assess the status of Blanding’s turtle populations through-
out their range in the Northeast. This project includes 
partners from state wildlife agencies, two universities 
and several private consulting firms. Collectively, they 
are working toward the common goal of maintaining 
healthy Blanding’s turtle populations in the region. 

By Allison Keating, Nongame Program Planner

ZOOS  continued on page 2

Prior to the start of this project in 2011, there were 
well-studied Blanding’s populations in Massachusetts, 
but despite our efforts, much less was known here in 
New Hampshire. As the regional project got underway, 
a rigorous two-year survey was implemented, and 
biologists were surprised to find just how important 
Blanding’s turtles in New Hampshire are to the overall 
regional population. 

as part of the New Hampshire restoration effort.”
Since then, the Zoo has also become a key partner 

in the effort to restore New England cottontails 
throughout their historic range and serves as the sole 
facility where captive breeding takes place to augment 
wild New England cottontail populations.

Heidi Holman, Wildlife biologist from the 
N.H. Fish and Game’s Nongame and Endangered 
Wildlife Program, updated the group on Karner blue 
butterfly conservation and recovery in N.H., Tony 
Tur, an Endangered Species Specialist from the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, discussed range-wide New 
England cottontail captive breeding and recovery. 

OOn May 1, more than 75 people gathered at the Roger 
Williams Park Zoo in Providence, R.I., for a look at the 
important role zoos play in wildlife conservation. The 
event was hosted by the New England Chapter of the 
Wildlife Society, in partnership with the Roger Williams 
Park Zoo. 

“Roger Williams Park Zoo has been instrumental 
in two major wildlife restoration projects here in New 
Hampshire,” said workshop organizer Allison Keating, a 
Program Planner at N.H. Fish and Game and the New 
Hampshire representative for The Wildlife Society. “In 
the early 2000’s they began growing wild blue lupine 
and assisting with habitat work on the pine barrens; 
later, they assisted with raising state-endangered and 
federally threatened Karner blue butterflies in captivity 

Zoos Play Vital Role in Wildlife Conservation
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“Blanding’s turtles are found in five 
states in the Northeast. What we did not 
know was that 40% of the area where 
Blanding’s occur is right here in New 
Hampshire!” said Mike Marchand, a biolo-
gist with the Nongame and Endangered 
Wildlife Program who coordinates reptile 

T

and amphibian conservation efforts. “The 
surveys and corresponding habitat assess-
ments indicated that some of the best 
remaining habitat for Blanding’s turtles 
occurs in New Hampshire. With this 
information, the group is now working to 
develop an overall regional conservation 
plan for Blanding’s turtles.”

The State Wildlife Grants Competitive 
Grant Program, which funded this project, is a 
nationally competitive program that provides 
resources to implement or enhance State 
Wildlife Action Plans, with a special focus 
on promoting and advancing cooperative 
partnerships that result in large-scale landscape 
conservation. In addition to Blanding’s, a 
whole suite of species that utilize the same 
habitats will benefit from the regional effort, 
including waterfowl, fish and frogs. 

“The completion of the State Wildlife 
Action Plans in 2005 provided a foundation 
for states to work together and launch conser-
vation initiatives for Blanding’s turtles, New 
England cottontail and other vulnerable wild-
life species,” said John Kanter, Coordinator 
for the Nongame and Endangered Wildlife 
Program at N.H. Fish and Game. “Working 
across state lines to share expertise and 
resources saves time and money and ensures 
that key habitats are protected.”

For more information, visit: 
http://wsfrprograms.fws.gov/Subpages/
GrantPrograms/SWG/SWG.htm.

Tom French, the Assistant Director of 
Massachusetts Fish and Wildlife, covered 
timber rattlesnake conservation efforts in 
Massachusetts; and Lou Perotti, Director 
of Conservation Programs at the Roger 
Williams Park Zoo, shared his experience 
raising American burying beetles and 
reintroducing them to Nantucket Island.

For more information on conservation 
efforts at the Roger Williams Park 
Zoo, visit: https://rwpzoo.org/139/
conservation-what-were-doing.

Workshop participants got to see newborn New 
England cottontails at the captive-breeding 
facility at Roger Williams Park Zoo. Some will 
later be transported to a large outdoor pen at the 
Great Bay Wildlife Refuge in Newington, N.H., 
where they can adjust to life outside before being 
released into the wild.

The Reptile and Amphibian Reporting 
Program hit a milestone last year, exceeding 
10,000 observations since it started in 1992! 
This year, biologists have put the call out for 
more reports of frogs and toads, including 
mink and leopard frogs. 

Mink frogs (typically found north of 
the White Mountains) can be heard in June 
and early July and can look very similar 
to the more common green frog. Leopard 
frogs can be found during late summer in 
floodplains, fields and agricultural areas 
along rivers. 

More information on all reptiles and 
amphibians of N.H. can be found online 
at wildnh.com/nongame. You can even 
listen to their calls! Remember – photos 

(Leopard Frogs That Is)

HABITAT continued from page 1

Look Out for Leopards!
are crucial for biologists 
to verify species being 
reported; most reports of 
leopard frogs turn out to be 
pickerel or green frogs.

ZOOS continued from page 1

HOW TO REPORT OBSERVATIONS

1) Online via the Wildlife Sightings website:  
http://nhwildlifesightings.unh.edu; 

2) Download a reporting form ( at wildnh.com/
wildlife/nongame/reptiles_amphibians )  
and email it to: RAARP@wildlife.nh.gov; or

3) Download a reporting form and mail it to: 
NHFG, Nongame & Endangered Wildlife 
Program, 11 Hazen Drive, Concord, NH 03301.

N.H. Fish and Game seasonal biologist Loren 
Valliere sets a turtle trap baited with sardines as 
part of the effort to survey Blanding’s populations 
in New Hampshire.
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Northern leopard frog
(Rana pipiens)
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Bee Nice! Think Twice!

Physical description: A 4-6 inch turtle with a smooth carapace and light 
lines running across the back (created from the straight rows of the large 
scutes on the back). The head and neck are streaked with red and yellow 
stripes. There are two yellow spots behind each eye.

Range: Throughout the state; less common in northern New Hampshire.

Habitat: Wetland areas with an abundance of 
vegetation and basking areas such as shallow 
ponds, marshes, bogs, slow-moving streams and 
lakeshores. Often seen basking in large groups 
on partially submerged logs or rocks. Hibernate 
in mud bottoms or under submerged logs.

Diet: Aquatic plants, such as duckweed and 
water lilies, earthworms, snails, tadpoles and 
insects. 

Typical lifespan: Over 30 years.

Conservation status: Common and wide-
spread.

Threats: Road mortality, collection by people, 
habitat loss and degradation, and natural preda-
tors, including raccoons, foxes, hawks, herons, 
crows, larger fish and turtles.

Fast Facts:  Eastern Painted Turtle

NNational Pollinator Week is June 16-23!  
First declared in 2006 by Congress and the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) to 
raise awareness about the global decline of 
many pollinator species, National Pollinator 
week is a chance for you to get involved and 
help protect pollinators. 

Back in 2007, we reported on the vital 
role of pollinators; how, according to USDA, 
honeybees are responsible for pollinating 
over 90 crops, from almonds to broccoli, and 
that, for some unknown reason, honeybees 
were dying off from what is called Colony 
Collapse Disorder, or CCD.  Unfortunately, 
many native wild pollinators, such as 
bumblebees, are experiencing die-offs, too. 

In June of 2013, a beekeeper from 
Ontario reported the loss of 37 million 
honeybees (about 600 hives). About two 
weeks later, some 50,000 wild bumblebees 
dropped out of the sky and died in a 
parking lot in Oregon. Both of these mass 
die-offs were believed to be linked to recent 
exposure to neonicotinoid pesticides used 
on crops and ornamental trees. 

While not the only cause to global 
declines of bees, neonicotinoids are likely 

Pesticides and herbicides have harmful 
and devastating effects on pollinators

playing a part. They 
are nicotine-derived 
pesticides sold in Europe, Canada and 
the U.S. European studies have led to a 
temporary ban on three neonicotinoid 
pesticides (clothianidin, imidacloprid 
and thiametoxam), which took effect 
December 1, 2013; the ban will remain 
in place for two years, at which time new 
scientific and technical information will 
be reviewed. While no bans are currently 
in place in the United States, the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) 
and USDA acknowledge pesticides as a 
contributing factor in pollinator declines 
and is conducting a review, which is 
expected to be completed in 2018.

What can you do to help?  “Educate 
yourself,” says Kim Tuttle, an 
Environmental Review biologist with 
the Nongame and Endangered Wildlife 
Program and a beekeeper herself. “Think 
twice before using any pesticide or 
herbicide. They can have broad impacts 
that go far beyond their intended target and 
harm the environment, other wildlife and 
people.”  

“Neonicotinoids are systemic pesticides, 
which means if they are applied to the roots 
or seeds of a plant, they move through the 
entire plant, also poisoning the nectar and 
pollen,” Tuttle explained. “Many chemical 
herbicides and pesticides are suspected 
hormone disrupters, so when foraging bees 
collect contaminated pollen and nectar and 
return to the hive, where the queen lays her 
eggs and larvae hatch, the entire colony can 
be impacted.” 

Eating organic foods, using alternatives 
to pesticides and herbicides and providing 
bee habitat with native plants in your yard 
are just some of the ways you can help. 
For more ideas and more information, 
visit the Beyond Pesticides website at:  
beyondpesticides.org/pollinators/documents/
BEEProtectiveHabitatGuide.pdf.

Eastern Painted Turtle
(Chrysemys picta)
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Fun Fact: Females do not begin reproducing until 4-8 years of age. They 
lay 5-8 eggs in shallow depressions in sandy or loamy soil near the edge of 
water and may lay 1 or 2 clutches each year. If the temperature in the nest is 
very warm, then the hatchlings will be females; if the nest temperatures are 
cool, the hatchlings will be males.
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JULY
•	 	Garter snake young are born from now until 

September.

•	 	The breeding season peaks this month for 
bullfrogs; listen for their deep-pitched notes 
resembling the phrase jug-o-rum. 

AUGUST
•	 	Take a trip to the seacoast and spend an 

afternoon exploring tidepools. Many fascinating 
creatures live among the rocks of the intertidal 
zone, from crabs to sea stars and sea urchins 
and maybe even a lobster!

•	 	Watch for baby snapping turtles as they hatch 
between the end of August and early October. 

SEPTEMBER
•	 	On sunny days, look along river banks and the 

edges of wetlands for dragonflies darting and 
skimming over the water.

•	 	Moths are still plentiful and can be attracted 
at night to a shining light. Check out the many 
different colors, sizes and patterns!

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

OOn the front 
cover of every 
issue of Wildlines, 
in small print, 
there is a line 
that says “Rita 
Boisvert, Data 
Manager.” It is 
with bittersweet 
feelings that 
we say farewell 
to Rita, as she retires after 16 years 
with N.H. Fish and Game. Her 
many duties included data entry 
of donations to the Nongame and 
Endangered Wildlife Program. 

 “Rita has played a vital role in 
the success of the Nongame and 
Endangered Wildlife Program,” said 
Nongame Program Coordinator John 
Kanter. “With the best of wishes, we 
congratulate Rita on her retirement 
and express our sincere gratitude for 
her years of unwavering support.”

Farewell and 
Thank You, Rita!

SUMMER
Wildlife Almanac

Every Turtle Counts

IIf you’re passing through the town of 
Newmarket, you may notice some new 
signs that are helping our turtles. The 

Nongame and Endangered 
Wildlife Program is 

piloting a program 
to install turtle 
crossing signs at 
pre-determined 

areas that 
support significant 

populations of turtles, 
especially those listed as 

threatened or endangered. 
“Similar to deer and other wildlife 

crossing signs, the goal is to make drivers 

aware of wildlife in the area and take 
caution,” said Mike Marchand, a biologist 
with the Nongame and Endangered Wildlife 
Program. “Unlike other wildlife, some 
turtles do not start reproducing until they 
are 15-20 years old, so they must survive 
for a long time before they can begin 
contributing to the population.” 

May through July are peak months when 
turtles are crossing roads, traveling between 
wetlands and upland habitats for nesting. 
“Hopefully, the signs will raise awareness 
and reduce mortality to turtles crossing 
roads, because every turtle counts,” said 
Marchand. The signs are currently in place 
only in Newmarket.
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