
 
 
September 15, 2017 

The Honorable, Neal Kurk, Chairman 
Fiscal Committee of the General Court 
State House 
Concord, New Hampshire 03301 
 
 and 
 
The Honorable, James Webb 
Chair, House Fish and Game and Marine Resources Committee 
 
 and 
 
The Honorable, Kevin Avard 
Chair, Senate Energy and Natural Resources Committee 
 
  
INFORMATIONAL ITEM 
 
In accordance with RSA 214:1-g VII, Annual Report:  Fisheries Habitat Account.  The Department is 
submitting the following report for fiscal year 2017: 
 
20-07500-21270000 Fisheries Habitat Account 
 
Balance forward from fiscal year 2016 $   953,283.59 
 
Plus: Revenue – Fiscal year 2017 +     147,724.58     
 Habitat fees:   142,828.00               
 Interest:                  4,896.58               
 Federal Funds               0.00       
 
Less: Expenditures  (see detail following) -  188,789.01 
 
Less: Encumbrances 06/30/2017  -   35,000.00 
   __________ 
 
Balance available   06/30/17  $   877,219.16 
 
    
   Respectfully Submitted, 
 
         
        Glenn Normandeau 
        Executive Director
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Detail of expenditures for Fiscal Year 2017: 
 
Indian Stream Restoration Project Implementation      10,965.00 
 
Warren Brook Restoration Project     35,000.00 
 
Falls Brook Restoration Project          20,000.00 
 
Jones Pond Dam Construction     46,646.56 
 
Osgood Pond Project     50,000.00 
 
Dam Registration Fees     11,875.00 
 
Internal Administrative Fee      14,282.80 
 
Nash Stream Restoration Project                               19.65 
 
Total Expenditures FY 2017                                                                                    $188,789.01 
 
 
Summary of public benefits derived from the disbursements from the Fisheries Habitat Account in Fiscal 
Year 2017: 
 

Indian Stream Restoration Project: The Project was spearheaded and is managed by Trout 
Unlimited.  The goals of the project are to restore instream habitat and connectivity within the watershed. 
In Fiscal Year 2017, the Fisheries Habitat Account was used to conduct additional restoration work in 
about 4.5 miles of the mainstem of Indian Stream. The project will continue through 2017. 

 
Warren Brook Restoration Project: As a result of the October 2005 flood disaster, New 

Hampshire Fish and Game Department (NHFGD), New Hampshire Department of Environmental 
Services (DES) and other project partners provided funding for restoration planning and implementation 
for Warren Brook in the Town of Alstead.  Upon the completion of the restoration planning effort and 
stabilization of Warren Brook in 2006 and 2007, further restoration efforts are still needed to restore 
Warren Brook.  NHFGD, working with project partners and the Town of Alstead, identified several 
reaches of Warren Brook as a high priority due to its instability, which continues to impact water quality 
and aquatic habitat. One reach was restored in 2010, and another was restored in fall 2016.  

 
Falls Brook Restoration Project: Since 2006, Inland Fisheries Division staff have collaborated 

with other organizations to restore aquatic connectivity in the Ashuelot River watershed.  The initial work 
was to survey close to 700 road stream crossings, which was done by The Nature Conservancy in 2006 
and 2007.  After those surveys were completed, the crossings were prioritized by Inland Fisheries staff in 
three high priority drainages based on fish survey data and the degree to which the crossings were barriers 
to the movement of fish.  They were further prioritized with additional, more detailed stream crossing 
surveys in 2010 conducted by Inland Fisheries staff and Trout Unlimited. 

 
This more recent work identified three crossings that were the highest priority for restoring 

aquatic connectivity, specifically for brook trout.  One of those is the crossing in question on Falls Brook 
in Swanzey.  Since 2013, the Town of Swanzey (owner of the culvert), USDA-Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, Cheshire County Conservation District, Trout Unlimited and NH Fish and Game 
Department developed a project partnership to pull together the necessary skills and funding to restore 
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this currently undersized, impassable and flood-vulnerable road crossing. In fall 2016, the culvert was 
replaced with a larger culvert that is not a barrier to fish and wildlife and provides protection from floods. 

 
Jones Pond Dam Reconstruction: Jones Pond was created by damming Jones Brook in the 

1970s as part of a development project that did not come to fruition. The area surrounding the dam was 
acquired by New Hampshire Fish and Game Department in 1985 as part of the ~1,500 acre Ellis Hatch 
Wildlife Management Area in Middleton and Brookfield.  The 600 foot earthen dam had a 30 inch metal 
pipe for its outlet.  The pipe corroded and caused severe localized erosion failure of the embankment and 
drawdown of the impoundment in 2005.  After several studies to consider options for reconstructing the 
outlet structure, or removing the dam and reverting to natural flow of Jones Brook, the Department 
decided to reconstruct the dam.  The engineering design was done by a private consulting firm, and in 
2014, the dam was rebuilt by the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services Dam Bureau.  
The pond was refilled in late 2014. Expenditures for this project are to pay the Capital Improvement Bond 
for the total cost of the project. 

 
Osgood Pond Project: Osgood Pond in Milford had slowly filled in and was no longer suitable 

for recreational fishing.  The Town secured funding to rebuild the dam, dredge the impoundment and 
create a recreational fishing pier.  The project was completed in 2016. 

 
Dam Registration Fees: Some dams maintain water levels in many NH trout ponds and provide 

important benefits to fish populations as well as providing angling opportunities.  These dams require 
annual inspections and the Fisheries Habitat Account was used to pay for these inspections (through an 
annual registration fee), which are conducted by New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services.   

 
Nash Stream Restoration Project: Nash Stream was once renowned as a high quality native 

brook trout stream that provided exceptional angling opportunities. The river and its tributaries still 
contain wild brook trout, but not in the numbers once seen due to historic log drives, impassable culverts 
and a catastrophic dam breach. Fisheries Habitat Account funds were used in Fiscal Year 2017 to 
purchase supplies for the Project. 

 
 


