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Shirley Johnson of Salis-

bury, N.H., has volunteered 

for the N.H. Fish and Game 

Department for more than 25 

years. She helps out behind 

the scenes, spending count-

less hours working with the 

Nongame and Endangered 

Wildlife Program, and has been 

instrumental in improving the 

capacity of the Department’s 

Federal Aid Program. She can always be 

found at the annual Moose Hunt Lottery, 

assisting wherever needed. Shirley is a 

long-standing member of the Becoming an 

Outdoors-Woman committee, where she 

helps out with all aspects of the program, 

from organizing participant materials to 

Each year, the N.H. Fish and Game Commis-

sion recognizes people and organizations that 

have excelled in supporting the Department’s 

mission. This year’s honorees contributed in a 

wide variety of ways.

The Commission’s highest honor is the 

Ellis R. Hatch Jr. Award of Excellence. 

Former Commissioner Ellis Hatch was the 

first recipient of this award, which now bears 

his name, and he was there to personally 

present the 2014 Ellis Hatch Award to State 
Representative Gene Chandler of Bartlett. 

Now in his thirteenth term in the N.H. House, 

Chandler has been a steadfast supporter of the 

Department. Hatch applauded Chandler for 

looking out for the sportsmen and women of 

New Hampshire over the past 32 years.

George Embley of Webster earned a Vol-

unteer Award of Excellence. He has been the 

president of the Basil W. Woods, Jr. Chapter 

of Trout Unlimited and has spent countless 

hours identifying and inventorying wild brook 

trout streams and aquatic habitat in the Warner 

River Watershed.

“Let’s Go Fishing” Program volunteer Paul
Chartrain of Merrimack also was honored.

For the past eight years, he has contributed 

nearly 500 hours sharing his passion for fishing 

with kids and adults. He is a lead instructor for 

Barry Conservation Camp’s fishing week.

Gray Cornwell earned the Habitat Stew-

ardship Award. He and his wife have partnered 

with the U.S. Department of Agriculture-Natu-

ral Resources Conservation Service since 2008 

to improve wildlife habitat on their 126-acre 

farm in Madbury. In 2012, they devoted six 

Wildlife Program Volunteer
teaching classes. She loves to 

share her wealth of knowledge 

of the outdoors with women, 

or anyone, for that matter. 

She especially enjoys the an-

nual Barry Camp Wild Game 

Weekend, where she teaches 

preparation and cooking of 

wild edibles.  

Shirley is a team-player 

and is always willing to take 

on a new task. She is an avid hunter and 

angler, so when she is not spending her 

time volunteering, you may spot her at a 

favorite fishing hole or in the forest, in 

search of a black bear or deer, or possibly 

setting up her turkey blind for the next 

morning’s hunt.

Shirley Johnson

2014 Commission Awards of Excellence Recipients Honored
acres to New England cottontail habitat.

Patrick McCarthy, Douglas Barker and 

Jack Gould received Youth Conservationist 

Awards of Excellence. While students at 

Pennichuck Middle School in Nashua, they 

organized a fishing derby and raised money 

for the Wildlife Heritage Foundation of N.H., 

the Department’s nonprofit partner.

Photographer, film-maker and writer Jerry
Monkman of Portsmouth was honored with

a Communications Award of Excellence for

raising awareness of the need for conservation.

For over two decades, he has created photo-

graphs for many conservation organizations,

including Fish and Game, photographing and 

filming more than 120 conservation projects.

WNTK Radio talk show host Janine 
Weins of Lyme received a Communication 

Award posthumously. Over the past 20 years, 

Weins hosted thousands of hours of commu-

nity service radio interviews, bringing discus-

sions about fishing, hunting and eating wild 

game to a broad audience. Station manager 

Matt Cross accepted the award on her behalf.

Representative Gene Chandler (right) received the 
Commission’s highest honor from Ellis Hatch (left) 
and Executive Director Glenn Normandeau.

Award recipients, from left to right: Gray Cornwell, Paul Chartrain, George Embley, Jack Gould, Douglas 
Barker, Patrick McCarthy, Jerry Monkman, Gene Chandler and Matt Cross (accepting for Janine Weins).




