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Fred Ernst, New Hampshire Coverts Project Volunteer

From left to right, Lt. Michael Eastman, Cheri
Patterson and Doug Grout are active in guiding
management and enforcement of marine fisheries
along the Atlantic coast.

Providing Coastal Leadership
Several New Hampshire Fish and
Game employees have taken on coast-wide
leadership roles:
Marine Division Chief Doug Grout has
been elected to a two-year term as Chair
of the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries
Commission (ASMFC), an organization of the
Atlantic coastal states created to coordinate
the conservation and management of nearshore fish species such as striped bass and
lobsters. The Commission has developed and
implemented fisheries management plans for
28 different species or species groupings.
District 6 Chief Lt. Michael Eastman is
the new chair of ASMFC’s Law Enforcement
Committee, comprised of law enforcement
representatives from each member state, the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the National
Marine Fisheries Service, the U.S. Coast
Guard, and U.S. Department of Justice.
The Committee provides information on
law enforcement issues, identifies and
addresses enforcement concerns, coordinates
enforcement efforts among states, and
exchanges data and monitors enforcement of
interstate fishery management plans.
Cheri Patterson, Marine Division
Supervisor, has just completed a two-year
term as Chair of the Coordinating Council
for the Atlantic Coastal Cooperative Statistics
Program, a state-federal cooperative
partnership between 23 entities responsible
for fisheries management and fisheries data
collection on the Atlantic Coast.
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