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A    covert (pronounced “cover” with a “t”) is  
 a thicket that provides shelter for wild 

animals. This name is a perfect fit for UNH 
Cooperative Extension’s wildlife volunteer 
program, the New Hampshire Coverts 
Project, which echoes the program’s focus on 
wildlife habitat. 

2016 marked a monumental year for 
the Coverts program, coordinated by UNH 
Cooperative Extension and sponsored 
by N.H. Fish and Game with additional 
support from N.H. Division of Forest and 
Lands. Volunteers with the program contrib-
uted 22,928 hours of time to teaching about 
forest stewardship and wildlife issues in 

their own New Hampshire communities. 
In 2016 alone, “Coverts cooperators 

worked to conserve over 4,350 acres of 
land in their communities,” reports Coverts 
Project coordinator Haley Andreozzi. 
“They reached out to over 15,200 people 
with a message of sound forest stewardship 
and wildlife conservation.” 

Coverts habitat management ranges 
from improving timber stands to benefit 
species like the whip-poor-will and 
American marten, to wetland enhancement 
useful to Blanding’s turtles and ribbon 
snakes, to inventorying the various natural 
resources in each community, and more. 
The project is as important to professionals 
as it is to other community members. 

One unique part of the Coverts program 
is a volunteer speakers’ bureau called 
“Speaking for Wildlife.” Passionate commu-
nity members are trained to give public 
presentations and field walks focused on 
wildlife and natural resources. Fifty different 
talks or walks were given throughout the 
state in 2016 as part of this program. 

Dedicated Coverts volunteers are able 
to reach many more people than any agency 
could do alone. Since the kickoff of this 

WHAT IS A COVERT?

Robert “Bob” Fraize was the oldest of 
three boys whose early adventures 

often led them outside to the rivers, ponds 
and forests of Massachusetts. A few 
towns over, his future wife, June (Ballard) 
Fraize, was also drawn to nature by way of 
photography – during a time when color 
photographs were the new big thing. Both 
were born into an era of self-sufficiency, 
when many Americans were struggling 
through the Great Depression. Nature was 
an escape for some, and conservation was 
an emerging idea fostered by President 
Franklin Roosevelt. Many years later, Bob 
and June would find each other, and in turn 
leave a legacy of wildlife conservation in 
New Hampshire.

Bob and June were married for 50 years. 
They both loved New Hampshire and 
decided to make their home here. They 
especially enjoyed camping, canoeing and 
exploring the woods with their golden 
retrievers. In their final days, the couple wrote 
the Nongame and Endangered Wildlife 
Program into their will, a truly incredible and 
unprecedented conservation gift. 

“My uncle admired and respected 
the contribution of each species,” says 
Deb Fraize, their eldest niece, “and so 

A Wild Bequest
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for nongame wildlife
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Coverts volunteers learn about habitat 
management from a wildlife expert in the field 
during a 2016 workshop.
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It’s been referred to as the largest wildlife 
disease outbreak in the history of North 

America, and it’s been devastating for many 
of New Hampshire’s bats. White Nose 
Syndrome (WNS) is caused by a fungus that 

grows in the cold damp conditions where bats 
hibernate, and mostly disrupts a function of 
the wings. Those thin wing membranes that 
give this mammal its unique ability to fly 
also help regulate body temperature, water 
and gas exchange. When these functions are 
disrupted during hibernation, the Syndrome 
is deadly. The bats awaken and use up all of 
the fat they’ve stored to help them survive 
through hibernation – making them unable 
to persist through the winter. WNS was 
reported in New Hampshire in 2009, and 
by 2011, the disease had killed most of New 
Hampshire’s hibernating bats.  Most surveys 
within the state have shown little sign of 
recovery for our bats.

Winter surveys of hibernacula have 
revealed a grim truth about the toll that 
White Nose Syndrome has taken in New 
Hampshire and elsewhere. “The tri-colored 
bat and little brown bat are currently being 
considered for inclusion on New Hampshire’s 
endangered species list,” which is due to be 
revised this year, explains Sandi Houghton, 
who is the Nongame and Endangered 
Wildlife Program’s liaison for bat issues. 

WHITE NOSE SYNDROME
Continuing to Battle 

Northern leopard frogs require three 
habitats to complete their life cycle: a 

spring breeding site, grassy foraging habitat in 
summer, and a stream or other suitable water 
body for overwintering.

Habitat: Wetlands and floodplains, grasslands, 
rivers and streams, lakes and ponds.

Threats: Development of floodplains, conver-
sion of grassland habitat and farm abandon-
ment, mortality from vehicles on roadways 
and equipment on farmland, pesticide use in 
occupied habitats. 

Conservation Actions: 

•  Conserve habitat where 
northern leopard frogs 

are known to occur.

•  Collect information 
on the distribution 
and condition of 

populations. 

•  Report sightings of 
frogs to the NH Wildlife Sightings website at 
nhwildlifesightings.unh.edu. 

COVERTS continued from page 1
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NORTHERN LEOPARD 
FROG

(Lithobates pipiens)

initiative over 20 years ago, the program’s 
volunteers have reached over 450,000 people 
and have worked to permanently conserve 
over 300,000 acres of land. And coordina-
tors of the program have big goals ahead. 
“We’d like to train around 25 new volunteers 
in 2017,” explained Andreozzi. In addition, 
UNH Cooperative Extension hopes to add 

additional workshops for those already trained. 
Coverts, Speaking for Wildlife, and the 

Taking Action for Wildlife program are just 
a few ways to get involved in conservation. 
If you’re not sure where to start, check out 
the website shared by UNH Cooperative 
Extension and N.H. Fish and Game at 
TakingActionForWildlife.org.

Eastern ribbon snake
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A little brown bat infected with 
White Nose Syndrome



In addition, biologists are considering 
bumping the Northern long-eared bat from 
state-threatened to endangered status to 
reflect its continued decline. 

Efforts are underway to locate and 
monitor surviving bats. Launched in 2012, 
the N.H. Bat Survey Project relies on 
volunteers throughout the state who drive 
routes on quiet New Hampshire roads at 
night to record bat vocalizations during 
June and July. The recorded acoustic data 
is then used to identify the bat species that 
were present and map their locations. Last 
summer, 24 volunteers drove 19 routes 
throughout the state.

Other survey efforts include monitoring 
the places where bats raise their young, called 
maternity colonies. Last summer, “volunteers 
focused on five sites where they reported 
colonies that ranged from 33 to 130 bats,” 
explained Cynthia Nichols, who coordinates 
the Summer Bat Colony Count through NH 
Audubon. The program is actively seeking 
more volunteers, and anyone interested is 
encouraged to contact NH Audubon.   

Biologists also mark bats with unique 

WHITE NOSE SYNDROME
Continuing to Battle 
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Springtime brings new energy 
to the Nongame Program, as 

biologists and field technicians gear 
up for another season of field work. 
So many species, from Karner blue 
butterflies to Blanding’s turtles, 
rely on our efforts. The generosity 
of people like Bob and June Fraize 
reminds me yet again that the work 
of all these dedicated people is so 
critical to our way of life in New 
Hampshire. 

As you listen to a wood thrush 
calling in the woods this spring, 
or see an American toad hopping 
through your garden, or hear the 
jug-o-rum call of a bullfrog at your 
favorite pond, I encourage you to 
take a moment to think about what 
our state and its wildlife mean to 

Spring Into Action

tags on their wings to help measure survival 
over the years. “Mark-recapture surveys in 
New Hampshire have shown little brown 
bats persisting over multiple years at two 
locations,” added Houghton. One bat had 
even been marked in 2011 – meaning it 
hibernated successfully through several 
winters. During the Northeast Bat Working 
Group meeting in January 
2017, biologists came together 
to share the latest research 
and discuss next steps. 
“There are a lot of important 
studies happening around 
the Northeast, everything 
from looking at behavioral 
strategies to other species-
specific trends,” explained 
Houghton. Nongame 
Program staff will continue 

to participate in regional and national efforts, 
with federal and state agencies, universities 
and private organizations to decipher the 
impact of the disease and hopefully help or 
assist the recovery of at least some of our 
bats. Learn more about New Hampshire 
bats at wildnh.com/nongame/bats-nh.html.

A group of volunteers 
participate in a bat counting 
demonstration at Massabesic 
Audubon Center in Auburn.

An adult male Blanding’s turtle (state-endangered) peeks out 
of its wetland home. A new State Wildlife Grant has been 
awarded to New Hampshire and other New England states to 
implement critical conservation actions for Blanding’s turtles 
and associated wetland Species of Greatest Conservation Need. 
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you. When you receive our Annual 
Fund Campaign letter in the mail, I 
ask you to consider donating to the 
Nongame and Endangered Wildlife 
Program so that we may continue to 
protect both the rare and common 
wildlife species that make this place 
feel so full of life. 

And remember, your donation 
will be matched dollar-for-dollar 
by the State of New Hampshire, 
doubling your generous gift and 
making it go twice as far!

John J. Kanter, Program Supervisor
Nongame and Endangered Wildlife



APRIL
•  Vesper sparrows, pine warblers and American 
redstarts are among the many migrating birds 
returning to New Hampshire in early spring.

MAY
•  Birds like the eastern meadowlark, bobolink, 
and the Savannah sparrow start making their 
nests in fields and meadows. To protect nests, 
delay mowing of fields until late July.

JUNE
•  It’s difficult 
to see the 
camouflaged 
gray tree frog 
on trees and under 
bark, but its loud, resonating trill is 
often heard this month near areas 
of shallow water.
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he wanted to perpetuate the Nongame 
Program. During his time in the Granite 
State, he became familiar with the lack of 
stable funding for nongame species. It was 
important to him that they not be forgotten.”

Bob loved taking his nephews hunting. 
“He was a character – a colorful New 
Hampshire guy,” says Fraize of her Uncle 
Bob. She fondly remembers him, always 
ready with a joke, wearing his characteristic 
flannel shirt and camouflage hunting coat.

Their many nieces and nephews enjoyed 
visiting Bob and June in New Hampshire. “It 
was like visiting camp,” one nephew recalls. 

Bob held many jobs over the years. He 
was a decorated veteran of the Korean War, 
where his outdoor skills were fine-tuned 
as a scout. During that time, he took care 
of an orphaned skunk, which he later 
commemorated with a tattoo on his arm. 
“He always made friends with the wildlife,” 
remembers Fraize. He was a perfect fit for 
Fish and Game’s warden program, where 
he was a deputy for 24 years. He also 
worked at the Department’s hatcheries in 
Milford and Warren as a superintendent. 
Even while living on-site at the hatcheries, 

Bob and June maintained a garden and had 
several farm animals.

“I think my uncle lived out his dream 
when he worked for Fish and Game,” says 
Fraize. It was during his time there that he 
deepened his knowledge of ecosystems and 
what it would take to protect wildlife for 
generations to come. “He recognized there 
was so much more than just the animals that 
served a purpose for hunting and fishing,” 
Fraize continued. “Both he and my aunt had 
an understanding of the natural world far 
deeper than many around them.”

In this spirit of understanding, Bob 
and June lavished their knowledge of 
the outdoors on their many nieces and 
nephews. Fortunately for all of us, their 
wildlife legacy goes far beyond that. The 
generous funds they have donated will be 
used for the projects you read about in 
this newsletter, and for many others as the 
conservation challenges in New Hampshire 
become increasingly difficult in the coming 
years. We look ahead, in the spirit of Bob 
and June, who left this gift in hopes of 
sharing their love of nature in all its forms 
and glory. Bob and June Fraize
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