
 
 
September 25, 2015 

 
The Honorable, David Kidder 
Chair, House Fish and Game and Marine Resources Committee 
State House 
Concord, New Hampshire 03301 
 
  
INFORMATIONAL ITEM 
 
In accordance with RSA 214:1-g VII, Annual Report:  Fisheries Habitat Account.  The Department is 
submitting the following report for fiscal year 2015: 
 
20-07500-21270000 Fisheries Habitat Account 
 
Balance forward from fiscal year 2014 $724,516.56 
 
Plus: Revenue – Fiscal year 2015 +340,008.13 
 Habitat fees:                240,613.00 
 Interest:                              833.66 
 Federal Funds               98,561.47 
 
Less: Expenditures  (see detail following) -298,101.87 
 
Less: Encumbrances 06/30/2015  -35,000.00 
   __________ 
Balance available  06/30/15  $731,422.82  
 
    
    
 
 
   Respectfully Submitted, 
 
 
 
 
        Glenn Normandeau 
        Executive Director
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Detail of expenditures: 
 
Personnel    152,521.18 
 
Nash Stream Restoration Project Implementation     19,542.50 
 
Dam Registration Fees     11,475.00 
 
Jones Pond Dam Reconstruction     50,505.89  
 
Land Conservation (Barrington, 300 acres)    40,000.00 
 
Administrative Fee     24,053.30 
 
Audit Set Aside              4.00 
Total Expenditures FY 2015                                                                                    $298,101.87 
 
 
Summary of public benefits derived from the disbursements from the Fisheries Habitat Account: 
 

Personnel: Consistent with the State of New Hampshire budget for Fiscal Years 2014 and 2015, 
the New Hampshire Fish and Game Commission approved the use of the Fisheries Habitat Account to 
pay for personnel who are vital to the Fish Habitat Program. 

 
Nash Stream Restoration Project: Nash Stream was once renowned as a high quality native 

brook trout stream that provided exceptional angling opportunities. It is also former Atlantic salmon 
habitat. The river and its tributaries still contain native brook trout, but not in the numbers once seen due 
to historic log drives, impassable culverts and a catastrophic dam breach. In 1969 the Nash Bog Pond dam 
failed, sending a torrent of water akin to the 500-year flood down Nash Stream, destroyed what fish 
habitat still persisted, and certainly killed every fish along nine miles of Nash Stream. As a result of the 
dam breach, much of the instream and riparian habitat was altered to the detriment of brook trout and 
other native fish species. Subsequent bulldozing further affected the river corridor and channel 
morphology by eliminating pools, widening the channel, and limiting Nash Stream’s access to its 
floodplain. The result was more homogenous water with limited habitat and spawning value.  Poorly 
designed culverts along old logging roads compounded matters by blocking or impeding fish passage to 
critical tributary spawning habitat. As a result, Nash Stream no longer supports a robust, wild brook trout 
fishery.  Activities will continue to focus on restoring the instream and riparian habitat along Nash Stream 
and removing impassable barriers (culverts) to the spawning and rearing areas in the tributaries.  In Fiscal 
Year 2015, we conducted river restoration activities in the mainstem of Nash Stream between Emerson 
Brook and Long Mountain Brook.  The overall restoration project will continue for approximately two 
more years, at which time we intend to replace several more road/stream crossings to make them passable 
by fish and conduct instream restoration for another five miles of Nash Stream and up to ten miles of its 
tributaries. 

 
Dam Registration Fees: Some dams maintain water levels in many NH trout ponds and provide 

important benefits to fish populations as well as providing angling opportunities.  These dams require 
annual inspections and the Fisheries Habitat Account was used to pay for these inspections (through an 
annual registration fee), which are conducted by New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services.   
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Jones Pond Dam Reconstruction: Jones Pond was created by damming Jones Brook in the 
1970s as part of a development project that did not come to fruition. The area surrounding the dam was 
acquired by New Hampshire Fish and Game Department in 1985 as part of the ~1,500 acre Ellis Hatch 
Wildlife Management Area in Middleton and Brookfield.  The 600 foot earthen dam had a 30 inch metal 
pipe for its outlet.  The pipe corroded and caused severe localized erosion failure of the embankment and 
drawdown of the impoundment in 2005.  After several studies to consider options for reconstructing the 
outlet structure, or removing the dam and reverting to natural flow of Jones Brook, the Department 
decided to reconstruct the dam.  The engineering design was done by a private consulting firm, and in 
2014, the dam was rebuilt by the New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services Dam Bureau.  
The pond was refilled in late 2014. 

 
Land Conservation, Barrington: Conservation of the Calef Property along the Isinglass River is 

a partnership between the Trust for Public Land (TPL), the Natural Resource Conservation Service 
(NRCS), and the town of Barrington.  The total cost of the project is estimated to be $1,100,000.  Funding 
was also received from the NHDES Aquatic Resource Mitigation (ARM) fund and a Moose Plate grant.  
Ultimately, the property will be owned by the town of Barrington, with NRCS holding the conservation 
easement under the Wetland Reserve Program (WRP).  The Isinglass River is stocked each year with 
brook trout and rainbow trout just upstream of this property, at the Rt. 202 bridge. The protection of this 
property improves the accessibility of the Isinglass River to anglers in close proximity to a well-known 
stocking site.  Known for its excellent water quality, the Isinglass River is home to a number of fish 
species of conservation concern, including the state threatened bridle shiner (found just upstream) and the 
American eel.  This reach is also popular with paddlers and it is described in the Appalachian Mountain 
Club River Guide for New Hampshire and Vermont. 


