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Coordinator’'s Greeting,

What can | say. The weather for 2009 has been nothirgj if
challenging for dragonfly surveying. Hot in April and caol i
June is most certainly not our usual weather patterrHnbnt
this is the second year in a row with similar cordis. See page
two for more discussion of the season to date. De#pit
weather, we had a fairly successful series of trainwgh 50
attendees and good weather for two of the three workshops
(even for 90 minutes at Pinkham Notch!).

So now that we're solidly into July, here’s hoping tvatsee
the sun for more that 5-6 days, and that we can sallkagedt
of the dragonhunting season!

2009 Field Trips

The three field trips below are open to the public. Ifvleather
cooperates, they are a great way to brush up on yous. $kill
you have a question about any of them, or want more iaform
tion, contact Pam Hunt at 224-9909 ext. 328, or
phunt@nhaudubon.org.

July 11: Ponemah Bog (Amherst) 10-12. The bog is located

Rhodora Drive. Take Stearns Ave from Route 122, ju
north of the junction with Route 101A. Be prepared ta

get your feet wet.

July 11: Willard Pond (Antrim) 1-3. Meet at the parkingaaat
the end of Willard Pond Rd, off Route 123.

July 25: Weare 10-2 (Capital Chapter of NH Audubon).

Meet at the McLane Center, Silk Farm Rd., Concord.

it is cloudy or raining on the 25, this trip will be post-
poned to Sunday the 26th.

I'll also keep people posted via email as other opportsnitie
arise later in the summer.

And remember to sign up for the Google Group:
http://groups.google.com/group/nh-dragonfly-survey

Reminder: the NHDS has a “Flickr” site!

In the last “Dragonhunter,” | alerted participants to cewn
Flickr site, on which people can post pictures and get fn@n
more seasoned odophiles. At this writing there are ddhloers
and almost 200 photos posted, and there’s certainly room fo
more. In the past, people have sent me photos forifidation,
and while I'm still happy to do this, it doesn’t alwaygppan in

a timely fashion. On the Flickr site—especially onuare “hard
core” folks get on board—your pictures can be commented o
by multiple people. At the same time, the commentsigeox
means to educate everyone about some nuances of dragonfly
and damselfly identification.

| thus urge more folks, especially all of you running arowitd
digital cameras, to sign up and join the fun. The sli&$ is:

http://www.flickr.com/groups/358961@N25/

I'll also be putting up a quiz photo now and then, ssire to
check often! The shot below is currently up on Flickwas

taken in Lempster on May 25, 2009. Sign in to propose identifi-
cations and see what other folks are thinking.




The Season So Far

At this time, some data indicate that an inabilityged for 2-4

days can result in starvation. Is why there are fekienrsers—

The first dragons reported in New Hampshire in 2009 were an€ven on sunny days?

unidentified teneral in Concord on April 25, and Common
Green Darners on the coast on April 26. In total, &tl8 spe-
cies were reported before May 1 this year. By compayiso

the database through 2006, otilyee species have EVER been
recorded in April. Like | said earlier, that’s a warnmisg for
you!

Then there was something of a lull as early May turmmed| c

Meanwhile, the smaller damselflies seem to be doirg fifost

of their food is obtained by gleaning small insects offerfeta-
tion, a tactic that doesn’t require a lot of sun. Thishy you

can almost always find a few damsels lurking in thegan
cloudy days, and perhaps explains why there doesn’t seem to
have been a decline in their numbers this season.

On|y to have th|ngs p|Ck up again mid-month. Among the ear|yjn elther case, it will be interesting to see Whatms in July,
season species detected this year were several Harleauin D assuming the weather breaks....

ers (see photo to right), always one of my favasgecies. |
even know of at least two occasions when one of thea# s
tame darners landed on or IN someone’s net! Around thie sa
time, Martha Reinhardt discovered state-endangered Ringed
Boghaunters in Northwood and Hooksett, with the lattererepr
senting the first record ever for Merrimack County.

And then there was June. Nearby in Boston, it waseaend
cloudiest June in over 100 years, with the sun visible ond&6%
the time (during daylight hours, or course). It also aged over
7 degrees colder than normal.

The effects of this cool dark month on odonates maydake
while to sort out, but early July reports seem to sugbasthe
larger dragonflies may be around in lower numbers. Becaus
they need to feed on flying prey, dragonflies tend thgary
when weather conditions suppress prey activity. Wiirisgyons
can go without food for s few days when fully mature, timay
be more vulnerable when they've first emerged fromnthter.

Harlequin Darner eating Chalk-fronted Corporal in StraffundMay
31, 2009. Photo by Sue Forsythe

Dragonfly Society of the Americas
Northeast Regional Meeting

July 31-August 2, 2009: Rockingham County, NH

The Dragonfly Society of the Americas is the main orgainon in the United States (and beyond) that serviiiitate com-
munication among dragonfly enthusiasts. In addition taremual national meeting (2010 is nearby in Maine), taezaisually
a few less formal regional meetings. These more lne&tings provide an opportunity for odophiles to get taydtr a few
days in the field (that’s right, no sitting around a corrfeeeroom for these folks!) and visit new places.

The base camp for this meeting will be Salem, NHgbee that's where we were able to find a hotel)fi€lak sites are scat-
tered across southern Rockingham County. If you recathtiqe showing the number of species in each town, ykud that
there are a lot of white spots down there (AtkinsoH@ampstead anyone?). At the same time, we hope to Knrggton up to
the 75 species mark. More information on lodging is omiiiesite (below) and field site details will be addethag become
available.

The meeting will begin informally as more distant attesdeeve on the evening of July 30. On the mornindnef3ist, we’ll
all gather to discuss the day's field options and gelathef the land. After a day searching for odes, folksallg get together
in smaller groups over dinner and compare notes. Sattirdgyocess repeats itself, with the added bonus ofearing cook-
out at Kingston State Park. On Sunday, people start dispérsimeward in a leisurely fashion.

This event draws dragonfly enthusiasts from all ovewNEngland, New York, New Jersey, and beyond. Thish&ilh great

opportunity for Dragonhunters to rub elbows both with ealchraind some of the most knowledgeable dragonfly expeitis in
Northeast. You won't want to miss it!

http://www.wingsenvironmental.com/nedsa/



